The LGBTQ Pride

That Changed American History

Pride Month has not always been the impressive celebration we know it to be today. Pride parades/marches have
grown tremendously over the past 50 years and it is important to remember the roots of this powerful cultural
movement to understand our present.

THE STONEWALL RIOTS

In June of 1969, New York City police raided the Stonewall Inn, a local
gay and lesbian bar. Enraged by the constant police harassment and
social discrimination of the LGBTQ community, angry patrons and
neighborhood residents became increasingly agitated and a full-blown
riot involving hundreds of people began. Over the next five days, the
protests against the raid continued, and became a pivotal turning point
for LGBTQ activism.
On the one-year anniversary of the Stonewall Riots, thousands of people
marched from the Stonewall Inn to Central Park and adopted the theme
of “Gay Pride” in retaliation against the current attitude of shame. That
march soon expanded to other cities until Pride became the massive
celebration that we know today.

THE HISTORY OF THE PRIDE FLAG

Commissioned by a well-known gay politician Harvey Milk, the rainbow
flag was created in 1978 by Gilbert Baker for San Francisco’s annual
pride parade, after they both felt the need for a rallying sign for the gay
community. Though the flag originally featured 8 different colors, the
colors later decreased to 6, with each color signifying a different meaning.
Today, there’s easily a dozen different Pride flags, each representing
different segments of the LGTBQ community. However, the most
prevalent flag is known as the “Progress Pride Flag”, which was designed
by Daniel Quasar in 2018 and features the original 6 color flag plus a
triangle with brown, black, baby blue, pink, and white stripes to represent
people of color and the trans community, respectively.
To learn more about the Pride flag and the history of the LGBTQ community, please read the attached info sheets.

